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Rent vs Buy
A future-proof, flexible offering 
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It is often wrongly assumed that it’s more expensive 
to rent power as a service compared to buying and 
operating it outright yourself. Renting is actually 
more cost effective than purchasing, even without 
considering the additional benefits which have cost 
implications that can be harder to attribute a tangible 
dollar value on.

When comparing the cost, you need to include all 
costs. This means taking into account the total cost of 
ownership. When you also consider the variable costs, 
amortisation and interest on the money you need to 
allocate to those assets, plus the cost of financing it – 
renting is not only cheaper, it also gives you a host of 
additional advantages.

The main advantage with a rental 
solution from Aggreko is that you can 
focus on your core business, safe in 
the knowledge that anything related 
to the power of your operations is 
in the hands of the experts. You’ll 
have complete peace of mind with 
the entire package, from delivery, 
to commissioning, operations, 
maintenance and off-hire.

Whether your need is planned or 
unplanned, we understand that 
time and logistics are not always on 
your side. With the world’s largest 
fleet and strong global presence - 
our 195 sales and service centres in 
80 countries world-wide can provide 
rapid technical support whenever it 
is needed. Our mobile and modular 
approach enables us to operate in 
some of the remotest locations in 
the world and in extremely harsh 
environments, so you can rely on us 
wherever you are.

World’s largest fleetFocus on your core business

Our mobile and modular solutions 
give you complete flexibility. You 
can change your fuel type should 
a different fuel become available 
to you in the future, and you can 
quickly scale power up or down 
depending on your business needs. 
We even take care of spare parts and 
insurances. Our solution ensures that 
the correct cover and a dedicated 
expert technical team are on hand 
24/7, for whatever scenario may arise. 
And the best part, you pay only for 
the power capacity that you need. 

Complete flexibility

Adapting your power needs also 
requires varying manpower levels. 
This is also taken care of with 
a rental solution, removing any 
concerns and costs associated 
with recruiting or reducing your 
workforce, while ensuring you’ll 
always have a highly skilled 
workforce trained to the highest 
industry safety standards on hand to 
operate your equipment. 

Highly skilled workforce

Here at Aggreko, we have an 
unrivalled customer focus. We don’t 
just listen and respond to your 
needs but provide expert advice on 
the best way to meet your power, 
heating and cooling requirements. 
We are investing in new efficient, 
cleaner technology and we 
continually assess our technology to 
futureproof our solutions.

Customer Focus

We strive to always provide the 
best solution for our customers by 
ensuring we are at the forefront of 
new technology developments. 
We continually optimise processes 
to drive efficiency, and ultimately 
design and build products more 
suited to our customers ever 
changing energy needs. 

Futureproof solutions



Aggreko offers a complete 
solution for choosing a 
hire package which takes 
the following points into 
consideration:

n	 Urgency of need 

n	 Duration of need and the application

n	 Total cost of ownership 

n	 Risk and uncertainties 

n	 Availability of equipment 

n	 Flexibility

n	 Turnkey service

n	 Hidden cost and value of assets 

n	 Installation cost/issues 

n	 Financial implications 

When is hiring right?
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n	 Certified technicians to service models 

n	 24/7 service call coverage and equipment 	
	 mobilisation 

n	 Application knowledge of temporary utility 
	 at sites

n	 Correct amount of right size generators  

n	 Internal management of generator fleet 

n	 Cost of personnel training, salaries and 		
	 benefits  

n	 Inventory of replacement parts 

n	 Disposal of fleet and depreciation 

n	 Shorter lead time of new units   

n	 No engineering or consulting charges as 		
	 products are designed in-house 

n	 No civil or structural charges as it comes 		
	 packaged  

n	 Lower mobilisation cost as often deployed 	
	 from deports closer to the project 
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You will need to purchase enough generators for the needs of 
your business at that precise moment - which could change

Scale capacity up or down as needed by the business 
or project. 100% flexibility offered for changing 
business needs/demand

Scale capacity up or down for temperature control, 
needed by the business or project. 100% flexibility 
offered for changing business needs/demand

Aggreko will cover the cost of the insurance and ensure 
the coverage is correct

With a rental plan any maintainance and spare parts 
will be looked after by a dedicated technical team who 
evaluate the fleet regularly

You have options on fuel type and changing fuel types 
and management systems.  Technology is assessed 
continually and can be swapped or changed where 
needed, especially if there is a better offering available 
after contract signing

As with the flexibility of scaling up and down the size 
of the fleet, this goes for additional employees as well. 
Renting removes any costs and concerns associated with 
recruitment or reducing your workforce, while always 
ensuring you have a highly skilled workforce to hand

You need to have insurance to cover the equipment used. This 
has to be maintained by you and sourced by yourself. This is 
your responsibility

You will be responsible for ordering and keeping spare parts 
as well as parts for maintainance

You will need to purchase your own fuel management system 
and you are tied to using the fuel system and type bought 
with your purchased generator

You will be responsible for all costs associated with varying 
manpower levels that are needed to operate and maintain 
your equipment . That means recruitment and training of new 
employees and costs associated with reducing your workforce

WHEN YOU BUYWHEN YOU RENT

You will need to purchase enough generators for the needs of 
your business at that precise moment - which could change

Hidden fixed and variable costIncluded in the rental

Additional 
employees

Fuel management 
system

Spare parts

Insurance

Generators

Temperature 
control units
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An Aggreko solution gives you all of this: 
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 Unexpected 
       hidden 
        costs during 
        project
 Expensive 
       transportation
       and mob/demob 
       fee

 Cheaper 
       transportation 

 Cheaper 
       installation 

 No hidden cost 

 Damage waiver 
       option

Pre-engineering consultation

Disassemble charges for lifting process

Assemble charges after lifting process

Maintenance & repairing

Charges for certification

Installation charges

Electricity charges

Transportation charges (minimum)

Equipment rental charges

Structure investigation

Equipment & personnel insurance fee

Charges for certificate

Depreciation, interests & 3rd party

Asset risk & liability

Transportation charges

Charges for breakdown repairs

Operating costs

Technical training charges

Ancillary equipment/cables ...

Optional modification 
(i.e. Ventilation system)

Extra enclosed container installation

Equipment purchasing fee
Buy Rent
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50+ years of temporary power 
experience enables us to support 
customers in the best possible 
way through an extensive range of 
equipment, technicians, support 
staff and know-how. 

Global knowledge, 
local presence 

We employ a huge team globally 
and while we leverage our global 
network of expertise at the start 
of any contract, once established, 
our policy is to train and recruit 
staff from the local community. 
This provides greater longer-term 
sustainability to our operations in 
the country. Our team continues 
to demonstrate the following 
attributes…

n	 Motivated, highly skilled and specialised staff 

n	 Continuous training at all levels: from the 		
	 technician on site to the manager

n	 Adaptability, versatility and efficiency promoted 	
	 by multicultural staff

n	 Effective local recruitment and personal 		
	 development

n	 With 195 sales and service centres in 80 		
	 countries world-wide, you get the best of both 	
	 worlds – we are wherever you need us to be

n	 Our strong global presence including technical 	
	 hubs across the region. This means we can 		
	 provide rapid technical support when needed

n	 Constant investment in new technology.

 

Our sector focus
Utilities 
	 We engineer tailor-made power solutions 	

to meet your exact utility needs.

	 n	 Supplementing the grid 

	 n	 Overcoming transmission and 			 
	 distribution limitations

	 n	 Peak shaving and seasonal demands

	 n	 Off-grid and island mode

	

Mining 

	 Power, cooling and heating at every stage 	
of 	a mine’s life-cycle.

	 n	 Competitive and easy-to-install onsite 		
	 power generation sources 

	 n	 Off-grid solution for remote mines

	

Manufacturing 

	 We design, manufacture and assemble            
our own rental equipment, so we 
understand the challenges and pressures 
of manufacturing. We’re skilled at finding 
creative ways to enhance your processes 
and overcome power, heating, cooling                     
and dehumidification challenges.

	 n	 To support increase production or 		
	 expansion plans 

	 n	 Industries looking for on-site modular 		
	 power generation and fast installation

	 n	 Beat the grid

	

Oil and Gas 

	 Helping optimise operating costs for the 
oil and gas upstream, midstream and 
downstream operations.

	 n	 Flare gas application for cost reduction 

	 n	 Offshore operations power 

	 n	 Onshore drilling rigs, and artificial lift 		
	 systems 

	 n	 Pipeline construction and operation.

Events 
	 From the World Cup and Olympics 

to music festivals and national day 
celebrations, we’ve more than 30 
years experience in events power. So, 
whether you’re entertaining for one, or 
broadcasting to millions you can rely on 
us for reliable power.

	

Petrochemical and refining 

	 Keeping your petrochemical and 
refining plant safe, online, productive 
and cost-effective when facing 
turnarounds and ageing equipment. 
Our technical expertise and engineers 
are on hand to assess and advise on 
how best to remedy your challenges.

	

Data centres  

	 Testing your data centre power and 
cooling systems is crucial to ensuring 
the resilience of your site. Our engineers 
can design a power solution or put your 
equipment through its paces with load 
banks to stress-test your power, heating 
and cooling kit.​

	

Building and construction services  

	 We know the building services and 
construction industry inside and out – 
which means we can recommend the 
best generators, heating and drying 
equipment for the job. Our expert 
construction team and technical 
engineers offer hassle-free support to 
help keep projects on-schedule and 
within budget.

also
Agriculture
Food and Beverage 
Pharmaceuticals 
Renewable Energy
Shipping 
Telecommunications



Benefit of in-house 
manufacturing
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An important competitive advantage

Equipment is something that needs to be highly
adaptable and highly versatile. It’s not unusual for it 
to be moved hundreds of times during its lifetime 
or working at +50o C one week and then -40o C the 
next. We can optimise it to meet our customers’ 
requirements.

In-house manufacturing also means that we will 
own the equipment for its operating life.

This means that we gain material cost saving 
enabling us to always offer our customers the 
most competitive cost effective solutions without 
compromising on quality.

By purchasing components in significant volume, 
we don’t pay margin to another assembler. Also we 
get OEM (original equipment manufacturer) rates 
which drives down the cost of serving. 

It also means we can react quickly to customer 
requirements as we don’t have to involve third party 
manufacturers.

Cost advantage 
of 20-40% on a 
like-for like 
basis
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Capability at Dumbarton: 
Central to what we do
Designing and building most of our own 
equipment in-house at our Dumbarton facility is 
another unique difference that sets Aggreko apart.

It ensures that our equipment is adaptable and 
meets the needs of the business. By also hosting a 
centre of technical excellence at the site in hand 
with a flexible production facility means that our 
engineers excel as well as our design capability, 
thanks to an experienced and skilled production 
team.

The 10 GW fleet covers a range of different products 
and includes generators ranging from 20 kW to 
1.8 MW. Also, 27% of capex is managed directly at 
Dumbarton.

Keeping things in-house, keeps logistics in order 
and product requirements are at the forefront of 
our desire to provide the best for our customers in a 
complete solution.

Speed is something that we champion and a 
short lead time for new products and speed of 
deployment, again push us forward with our 
innovation.

Finally, our supplier relationships are strong as 
our legacy remains reputable. Cummins is able 
to support 6,000 MW in our fleet and our supply 
chain includes many local suppliers and logistical 
companies.
 

Manufacturing and 
technology



Visit us at aggreko.com to get in touch

Temporary power, cooling and heating, 
when you need it, where you need it.


